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Aller, Susan Bivin. Emma and the Night Dogs.
Illustrated by Marni Backer. Albert Whitman,
1997. ISBN 0-8075-1993-6. $14.95 . 32 pp.

* 1-4 PB

Reviewed by Jeanne Gubler

This story begins as a small boy goes into the
woods with his family, and somehow gets
separated from them and lost in the woods. Dogs
who have been trained to search by scent for
people in the woods are sent out to look for the
boy. We get a feel of the concern and emotional
involvement of the dog owners for this lost little
boy. The main character in the story is a little girl
who also feels she must do her part. She takes the
dogs out while their owners are asleep and finds
the lost boy.
A most tender story, it has the power to
emotionally captivate the reader. The illustrations
are excellent and bring the reader directly into the
story. It is informative, depicting how such rescue
help goes on. Captivating, enthralling, and tender!

••••
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Turkey Pox. Illustrated
by Dorothy Donohue. Albert Whitman, 1996.
ISBN 0-8075-8127-5. $14.95. 32 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

What a nightmare! It's Thanksgiving Day and
all the family members are scrambling to get
ready for the big dinner at Nana's house. Charity
starts to scratch her itchy stomach and then her
knees, but no one pays attention. In the car,
obnoxious Cousin Fred is singing his latest song
about Charity's emerging spots, but no one pays
attention. Fred sings louder. His song ends with
"chicken pox!" Suddenly, the adults take notice.
Dad points the car toward home, and Mom calls
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Nana on the car phone. At home, Mom sets the
table with dinner fixings meant to be eaten at
Nana's house, Aunt Imogene mutters, and Fred
parks himself in front of the TV. Charity can't
believe they won't eat Nana's delicious turkey and
gravy this year. Charity also can't believe her eyes
when Nana shows up with her roaster pan and
reveals a turkey with spots! Nana's turkey has
turkey pox-red cherries attached with toothpicks!
This is a feel-good book for all families who
wrestle with illnesses and disappointment on
important family holidays. The vibrant watercolor
and colored pencil illustrations illuminate the
sparse, but wonderfully descriptive text.

••••
Antle, Nancy. Staying Cool. Illustrated by E. B.
Lewis. Dial, 1997. ISBN 0-8037-1876-4.
$14.99. 32 pp.

* 1-3 PB

Reviewed by Jeanne Gubler

This is the story of a young black boy whose
grandfather owns a gym. The boy goes to the gym
all the time, where his grandfather teaches him to
box. He seems to lose his focus on boxing when
another boxer hits him. He practices until he can
overcome his anger and keep control with his
sparring partner. He earns the respect of his
grandfather, who is willing to enter him in a
boxing competition.
This is a lovely book about relationships, a
young boy's dreams, and discipline. The watercolor illustrations are excellent. They portray
much of the story and support the theme of the
book.

••••
1
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Auch, Mary Jane. Bantam of the Opera.
Illustrated by Mary Jane Auch. Holiday
House, 1997. ISBN 0-8234-1312-8. $16.95.
32 pp.
A 1-2 PB

situation of immigrants. An interesting and wellwritten book.

••••

Reviewed by Jeanne Gubler

This is the story of Luigi the rooster, who
listens to opera on the radio and practices until he
excells at it. One day, he hides in the fanner's
truck and goes to the opera with him. It is difficult
for the rooster to not sing; he loves it. During a
practice, he sings along with the tenor. The tenor
wants to get rid of him, but the soprano says he
has a lovely voice. On the last night of the
performance, the tenor and the understudy get the
chicken pox. The only one who knows the part is
Luigi the rooster. The people don't want him, but
after they hear him sing, they change their minds
and he becomes famous.
This is a delightful book. The illustrations are
bright and colorful and do an excellent job of
portraying the story. The story itself is a play on
the words of a beautiful opera. I was entertained
by the book, and it has a trick ending. You'll
enjoy reading this book, and so will children .

••••
Berg, Lois Anne. An Eritrean Family. Lerner,
1997. ISBN 0-8225-3405-3. $21.50. 64 pp.
A 3-4 NF

Reviewed by Janna Wise

As part of the series titled Journey Between
Two Worlds, this book attempts to teach of the
Eritrean culture through pictures and the
biographical story of a family who fled Eritrea.
The pictures and the map of the country help
bring the story to life, so the reader gains greater
understanding of what is being described. The
author herself spent time in Eritrea, so her
comments about the country and its people have a
basis in experience. Further, by viewing the
experiences of leaving Eritrea and coming to the
United States through the eyes of the young
daughter in the family, other young readers may
feel a greater bond and understanding of the
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© 1997 Zhong-Yang Huang

Bouchard, David. The Great Race. Illustrated by
Huang, Zhong-Yang. Millbrook, 1997. ISBN
0-7613-0305-7. $15.90.32 pp.
A 4-7 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

"Tonight, as they had done many nights
before, the old woman and her granddaughter took
out paper cutouts of the twelve that had taken part
in the Great Race." So begins this delightful fable
of how order came to the Chinese zodiac. It was
the Great Buddha who summoned the dragon and
eleven other animals to meetwith him at a time
"when the moon was young." He gathered the
animals together, pitting them against each other
in a race to the Jade City, recognizing that one
would come in first and one would come in last.
However, the first would not be the greatest, nor
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would the last be the weakest. "You will end up
stretched out like beads on a necklace, and this
will determine the order of your appearance for all
matters of earthly importance," said the Great
Buddha. As the race began, it soon became
evident that there were more important things than
being the fastest.
Enhanced by powerful paintings that blend
traditional Chinese painting with contemporary
Western influences, this lively tale, so masterfully
written, reminds us that being first is really not the
most important thing in life after all:
Not much is said of what happened after the
race, child. What is known for certain,
however, ... is that a weary ox entered the
Jade City with only the welfare of a small rat
on his mind. And in so doing he sealed his
fate for all time as the second of the twelve
animals in the zodiac.
This pure visual delight makes an excellent readaloud story for readers of all ages.

••••
Buffte, Margaret. The Dark Garden. Kids Can
Press, 1997. ISBN 1-55074-228-4. $14.95.
237 pp.
A 8+ FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

You'd better not have anything else to do for
several hours once you pick up this book and start
reading! It is very fast paced, with lots of
unbelievable action, mystery, shadowy spirits,
murder, romance, and intrigue. It is the story of a
sixteen-year-old girl who, following an accident,
wakes up with amnesia and is told that her name
is Thea. After she is finally taken home from
the hospital, she finds that her parents are
workaholics who, in the past, have left all the
household chores and family babysitting to Thea.
Two younger sisters are always at odds with each
other, and Thea is shocked that she could have
come from such a family. The sisters are always
dirty, and the house and gardens look as if they
have not been tended in many years. Still
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suffering from amnesia, Thea begins not only to
discover what her family is like, but also to
discover another domain that seems to come and
go within her own world. There are many people
who appear out of thin air, it seems, and need her
help to solve a mystery. She discovers Lucus, a
young man who tends the vacationing neighbor's
yard and is a very advanced psychic. Thea has no
past that she remembers, and is bewildered by the
world of 1929 that keeps projecting itself around
her. As the book quickly unfolds, Lucus and Thea
are caught up between both worlds, which seem to
collide in the dark garden: both young people try
to recover from previous losses, and still help
solve the murder and loneliness of the past.
Buffie has created a very believable fictitious
world in all instances. She has created two
different worlds that are new to both Thea and
Lucus. The relationships between the central
characters are well-defined. Wee, the youngest
girl in the family, hangs onto Thea's leg as if she
thinks Thea will disappear. With its high degree
of suspense, this book will keep you guessing
until the very end .

••••
Cochran, Thomas. Roughnecks. Harcourt Brace,
1997. ISBN 0-15-201433-0. $15.00. 248 pp.
B 7-12 FI

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

Roughnecks, by Thomas Cochran, chronicles
a day in the life of high school senior Travis Cody
as he prepares to battle the Pineview Pelicans with
his team, the Oil Camp Roughnecks, for the
Louisiana AA State High School football
championship. In this final game of his high
school career, Travis desperately wants to redeem
himself for having cost his team an undefeated
season as he once again faces his arch-rival,
Jericho Grooms. Highly praised by several
professional football players on the dust jacket,
this is definitely a book that junior-high- and highschool-age football fans will love. Using a
straightforward style, Cochran moves chronologically through Travis's day. With flashbacks
filling in the gaps, the reader can truly feel the

3

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 18 [1997], Iss. 3, Art. 3

8 Brigham Young University
anxiety and excitement generated by this
landmark event in a young man's life.
Introspective reflections and musings on time's
ability to speed or crawl make Travis a realistic
character with strong morals, aspirations for
college, and respect for his girlfriend. This novel's
major flaw is not the smattering of locker-room
vulgarities and sexual innuendo, but the ending,
which completes the story but leaves the reader
unsatisfied. Overall, this outstanding novel would
· be excellent to put into the hands of a reluctant
reader who watches or plays football .

••••
Conrad, Pam. Animal Lullabies. Illustrated by
Richard Cowdry. HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN
0-06-024718-5. $14.95. 32 pp.
B Pre-3 PB PT

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

The true charm in this book speaks to the
reader through the flawless detail of the
illustrations. Cowdry's use of soft hues, blending
from dark to light, draws the reader into the
serenity of the night. His animals beg for the
stroke of a finger, just to see how real they are.
Nevertheless, Cowdry's masterful illustrations can
not compensate for the weakness of Conrad's
verse. The warm visual presentation cries out for
soothing lullabies, expressions of endearment
from animal parent to child; yet Conrad offers the
reader:
"Stay away from my darling or I'll eat you
alive!" roars the mother crocodile, afloat like
a log in oil. She slaps her tail on the black
river. "Stay away now or I'll eat you alive!"
I picked this book up expecting to be charmed,
but went away unfulfilled.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss3/3
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1997 Gary A. Lippincott

Coville, Bruce. The Skull of Truth. Illustrated by
Gary A. Lippincott. Harcourt Brace, 1997.
ISBN 0-15-275457-1.$17.00. 195 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Absolutely brilliant! Bruce Coville keeps you
turning pages as he unfolds a story of mystery and
suspense about a skull with a curse. The skull
must speak the truth and compels others to do so.
Charlie doesn't mean to steal the skull out of the
swamp's magic shop; it just happens that way.
Now he must live with the skull and deal with all
the problems associated with telling the honest
truth. Charlie didn't mean to make an issue out of
Gilbert's bald head, but Gilbert made the mistake
of asking Charlie what he thought. "I think it
looks totally doofy," he said. Now Charlie must
make it up to Gilbert and chooses a very unusual
way to do it. But how can you make up for
admitting that you love someone? This is the last
thing he wanted Karen to know.

4
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Coville introduces a new character with each
chapter. Uncle Bennie always knows the right
thing to say to get Charlie out of a bind: "Love is
nothing to be ashamed of, Charlie. That may be
hard to believe at your age, but trust me-if we
could all just be honest about love, everyone's
lives would be a lot simpler." Through clever
humor and timely wisdom, the skull skillfully
teaches Charlie important truths about life, such
as "The only people who can get away with telling
the absolute truth are fools and poets." Readers
young and old will find this book fascinating and
fun to read. An excellent choice to celebrate
Halloween.

••••
Dolphin, Laurie. Our Journey From Tibet.
Photographs by Nancy Jo Johnson. Dutton,
1997. ISBN 0-525-45577-9. $15.99.40 pp.
A 4-6 NF PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Whenever I see the snowcapped mountains, I
remember my family. It's been more than two
years, but in my mind I can clearly see my
grandmother, my morn and dad, my uncle, my
brothers, and our beautiful homeland, Tibet,
the Land of Snows.
Sonarn was nine years old when she fled
Tibet, her horne high in the Land of the Snows, on
an illegal journey out of Tibet into India. This is
her story. Sonam and her two sisters, led by an
older brother, traveled by truck to the mountains,
hiding from the Chinese inside sacks of salt. In
the valley of the Himalaya Mountains they joined
other refugee children who would also make the
trek into Nepal and then on to their new horne in
India.
Told in the voice of an eleven-year-old girl,
the events remind the reader of the importance of
freedom, especially in the lives of children. The
story is enhanced by the photographic presentation of traditional life in Tibet, travel across
the Himalayas, and a new life in India. Beautiful
photographs allow the reader to follow these
young Tibetan children on their journey into exile
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and a new life. A letter from His Holiness the
Dalai Lama outlines the plight of the children,
with the hope of raising the awareness of the
world to what is happening to the children of
Tibet and their culture. This story about love of
homeland and freedom should be shared with
children everywhere, and is an excellent choice
for any horne, public, or school library.

••••
Duncan, Lois. Gallows Hill. Delacorte, 1997.
ISBN 0-385-32331-X. $15.95.229 pp.
NR 7-9 FI

Reviewed by Rachel L Wadham

Sarah Zoltanne's mother suddenly decides to
move from their California horne to the
ultraconservative town of Pine Crest so she can be
with her new married boyfriend, and Sarah has a
hard time fitting in. Things seem to change when
the popular Eric Garrett asks Sarah to be a
fortuneteller at the Senior Halloween Carnival.
But when images begin to appear in her crystal
ball and she starts having vivid dreams, Sarah is
branded as a witch, and the town and her
classmates tum deadly.
Acclaimed author of such spine-chilling
favorites as Stranger with My Face and Killing
Mr. Griffin, Lois Duncan can generally be
counted on for a terrifying ride into the realm of
the supernatural. Gallows Hill, however, is not
one of those rides. With shallow stereotypical
characters and a plot line that rests mainly on
coincidence and destiny, this novel has hardly
anything to recommend it. The novel does deal
with some mildly interesting theories about pastlife memories and karma, but within this fictional
context they would have very little impact, even
for someone interested in those things. Unless you
are an obsessed Lois Duncan fan, this is a novel
that is not worth the time it takes to read it.

••••
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Durrett, Deanne. The Importance of Norman
Rockwell. Lucent, 1997. ISBN 1-56006-0808. $21.19. 95 pp.

* 5-6 BI

Reviewed by Janna Wise

For the advanced juvenile reader, this book
offers delightful insight into the life of a truly
American artist. Accurate in the facts presented
and carefully designed to show both the high and
low moments in Rockwell's life, the author has
created a biography that is both interesting and
enjoyable. The book is divided into short chapters
and further broken into various small sections.
There are many black-and-white photographs of
both Rockwell and his paintings placed
throughout. This book would be an excellent
resource for any class studying Rockwell and his
times.

••••
Edward, Pamela Duncan. Barefoot: Escape on the
Underground Railroad. Illustrated by Henry
Cole. HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06027138-8. $14.89. 32 pp.
C 1-5 PB

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

At first glance, this book had the look of
something I thought would be another great
children's picture book. Once I opened it and
began reading and looking at the pictures, I
became a little troubled. The story is about a
runaway slave simply called ''the Barefoot." As he
runs away toward freedom, he is "terrified,"
"trembling," and "fearful," and has a "frantic
hunger." As he runs, the animals of the dark night
help him along the way. Even when the "Heavy
Boots" come along searching for the Barefoot, "an
army of mosquitoes" comes out of the grass and
begins to attack the Heavy Boots (even though the
Barefoot receives not one bite). Even a deer
comes out of the "greenbrier and poison ivy" to
lead the Heavy Boots away from the Barefoot.
Suddenly the Barefoot sees a house ahead of him,
but he can't tell if it represents safety or danger.
So predictably, the little fireflies come out and
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give enough light that the Barefoot can see a quilt
hanging in front of the house, the signal of
welcome.
Several things bother me about this book: I)
every page is dark: dark greens, dark browns, with
only occasional splashes of other colors, most of
which are subdued; 2) the words on the page are
all in white, which makes it hard to read; 3) the
Barefoot is shown only from the ground looking
up, so it isn't until the last page that we actually
see the face of the Barefoot; 4) the intensity of
some of the descriptive words would be enough to
scare young children.
After the story, a short note from the author
gives a little deeper explanation of the
Underground Railroad and ends with the question
whether the animals really did know that they
were helping the Barefoot. Suspend disbelief, and
maybe you will be convinced, but the book is too
dark and ''terrifying" for me to choose to read it to
a five to nine year old, as the publisher suggests.
The illustrations are beautifully done, but the
somber colors were enough to tum me, and
several of my young friends, to another brighter,
more vibrant book. How do you explain such
agony to such a young child? Maybe I'm too much
of a realist, but this is not a book I would choose
to share with the young children in my life.

••••
Friedrich, Elizabeth. Leah 's Pony. Illustrated by
Michael Garland. Boyds Mills, 1996. ISBN 156397-189-5. $14.95. 32 pp.

* 1-6 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

The daughter of a farmer, Leah becomes
aware of the effect of the drought on her father' s
1930s com farm. Finally, Papa is forced to sell all
his assets at a farm auction. Leah, hoping to save
her father's tractor, sells her cherished pony to
Mr. B, the town grocer. With the money, Leah
puts in a bid and buys back the prized tractor,
without which com planting is impossible. Leah' s
selflessness inspires the other bidders. When, with
a heavy heart, Leah goes to the bam to resume her
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chores, she is overjoyed to find her pony there
with a note attached:
"Dear Leah, This is the finest pony in the
county. But he's a little bit small for me and
a little bit big for my grandson. He fits you
much better. Your friend, Mr. B.
P.S. I heard how you saved your family's
farm. These hard times won't last forever."
And they dido 't.
This beautifully illustrated book depicts the
selflessness of a child, and the selflessness and
hope engendered by an older, wiser friend.

••••

one minute, it [wild animal] comes surging
out of the shadows. And just when you think
you are better than everyone else, you do
something so sinister, so wicked you can't
believe you did it. But you did.
Walker now fully realizes what living by desire
alone can lead to. Life does not seem so simple
anymore, and he is haunted by the terrible
reminder of a secret left unguarded. The flowery
language about nature at first seems confusing and
unnecessary, but with the ending in mind, the
reader can make a connection between nature and
homosexuality that seems quite clever. I would
only recommend this book under adult
supervision .

••••

Gantos, Jack. Desire Lines. Farrar Straus Giroux,
1997. ISBN 0-374-31772-0.$16.00. 138 pp.
B 7+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

"In ancient city planning there was something
called a desire line. This was a footpath created by
people who wanted to get from one place to the
next in the quickest possible time." Jack Gantos'
book Desire Lines opens a door to homosexuality
between two females. These events are seen
accidentally by Walker, a young boy left to
witness the new desire line with curiosity. "A
desire line ... meant you do just what you feel
like doing in life, and it turns out to be a better
way of doing things than what you have been
conditioned to do. Living by desire, by your guts."
This idea seems a bit dangerous, and Walker feels
this way in the beginning.
The secret he now knows about Karen and
Jennifer will be the leverage he needs to avoid a
pesky preacher's son who tells everyone Walker
is a homosexual. When Walker joins a gang and
must be initiated, he finally relents and reveals
what he knows about the two female lovers. With
the preacher's son now focused on Karen and
Jennifer instead of on Walker, he watches their
ridicule unfold:
As soon as you stop trying to do your best to
do the right thing, or let your guard down for
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Gregory, Kristiana. Across the Wide and
Lonesome Prairie: The Oregon Trail Diary of
Hattie Campbell. Scholastic, 1997. ISBN 0590-22651-7.$9.95. 164 pp.

* 3-8 FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Encouraged by her Aunt Jane, thirteen-yearold Hattie Campbell keeps a diary of her family's
six-month journey to the Oregon Territory.
Booneville, Missouri, is the starting place for the
135 wagons. Their journey, begun in the spring of
1847, intersects the first Mormon wagon train en
route to the Great Salt Lake Valley.
Gregory's historical fiction is exceptionally
well written, and the diary format clearly conveys
the reality of pioneer life on the trail. I wept at the
accidental death of children from water hemlock
poisoning, wondered at the birth of a baby during
a river crossing, imagined what skeeter cakes
would look and taste like, and admired the faith of
families who obeyed their wagon master's
constant urging to lighten their scanty loads for
the difficult terrain ahead. The following wisdom,
tucked into Hattie's account is one of the central
themes: "Our home is our family, not our possessions" (p.l 09). This is a wonderful selection to
incorporate into history/social studies units and
read-aloud programs at home or school.

7
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This Dear America series book includes an
epilogue that tells the reader what happened to
Hattie and her family after they settled in the
Oregon Territory. Also at the end of the book is
an interesting collection of maps, drawings, and
photographs of "Life in America in 184 7." You
will also fmd the words and music to "Skip to My
Lou," a pioneer recipe for "Johnny Cake or Hoe
Cake," and an "About the Author" section.

••••
Heneghan, James. Wish Me Luck. Farrar Straus
Giroux, 1997. ISBN 0374384533. $16.00.
197 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Tom Bleeker, the "new kid in town," is hard
for Jamie to figure out because he always scowls
and tries to prove himself, not letting anyone get
close to him except his little sister, Elsie. Jamie
learns to respect Tom's courage, but doesn't
consider him a friend. When the German air raids
threaten homes and lives in Liverpool, England,
children are evacuated for their safety. Twelveyear-old Jamie and the two Bleeker children are
put aboard a government-sponsored evacuation
ship heading for Canada. All three are confused,
angry and upset with the decision. Their parents,
however, think it is the safest place to go.
Unfortunately, when their military escort leaves,
the evacuation convoy is hit by German U-boats,
and two of the ships are destroyed, along with
most of those on board. In the ensuing horror,
Jamie and Tom prove themselves heroic beyond
their years and grow close as they recognize
what' s really important.
Wish Me Luck is based on a true incident from
World War II. The characters are believable and
the action is compelling. The story is geared
toward the older child in subject matter. (For
example, Tom's attitude toward others and life is
due to his drunken father' s abuse of him and his
mother.) It is very carefully crafted and seems to
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be historically accurate, giving a good picture of
a small slice of history in the Second World War.

••••
Hobbs, Will. Far North. Morrow, 1996. ISBN 0688-14192-7. $15.00. 226 pp.

* 6+ FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

On the cusp of his sixteenth birthday, Gabe
and two fellow passengers survive the floatplane
crash that takes the life of their bush pilot.
Stranded in Canada's Northwest Territories in
October, the threesome make an odd trio. Gabe, a
transplant from Texas, is a new student at the
residential school in Yellowknife, the capital of
the Northwest Territories. He is hoping to be
nearer to his dad, who works on remote geological
drill sites. Raymond Providence is a modernized
Dene, the native people of the region. He is also
Gabe's former school roommate, who has just
decided to drop out of school. Johnny Raven is
Raymond's old and distant relative, who has been
hospitalized in Yellowknife and is now on his way
home to Nahanni Butte. After sorting through
their survival gear, Johnny teaches the boys not
only how to survive, but how to work in rhythm
with nature, as his people have done for
generations. Just as the impatient Gabe learns
some humility and Raymond gains fresh insight
into his own culture, their wise old mentor,
Johnny, dies. Because the ground is frozen, the
boys decide to cremate Johnny's body. Hobbs
describes the process in a scene that is realistic,
yet almost reverent in mood. As the boys fend for
themselves, they constantly draw upon their own
determination to survive and on Johnny' s
unspoken lessons and example.
For fans of survival stories, and those who
couldn't get enough of Gary Paulsen's Hatchet
and Brian's Winter, or Scott O' Dell' s adventure
heroes and heroines, this latest Hobb's adventure
will ring true. It is replete with situations that test
the willpower of two inexperienced teenagers in
the wilderness. In addition, the reader develops
some understanding of native people and their
connection to and respect for nature. Gabe and
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Raymond swallow their youthful exuberance at
times to lend some cranial attention to the matters
at hand. Their respect for the wisdom and
experience of old Johnny saves their lives. The
biggest surprise is that this tale is masterfully told
without resorting to the vile language and in-yourface degrading depictions of situations found in
much of the current young adult literature. This
book is highly recommended.

••••
Hoberman, Mary Ann. Seven Silly Eaters.
Illustrated by Marla Frazee. Harcourt Brace,
1997. ISBN 0-14-200096-8. $15.00. 32 pp.
A Pre+ PTIPB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

The small Peters family (mother, father and
son) begins this nutty story of food and eating.
The tiny one is perfect except for one thing-he
will not drink his milk unless it is exactly the right
temperature. Mother wrestles with the son, but he
is very particular. Along comes a daughter, and
she will only drink homemade lemonade. Then
little Jack comes along, and he will only eat
homemade applesauce. Mac, the next, will only
eat strained oatmeal. Mary Lou, the little darling,
will only eat soft, squishy homemade bread. Last,
but not least, the twins will only eat eggs: Flo
likes them poached, and Fran likes them fried.
Poor Mrs. Peters grows weary of making just
exactly the right thing at just the right temperature
for each child at each meal. Who wouldn't? Think
of it! All that cooking three times a day! And as
they grow, so do their appetites.
One day it is mom's birthday, and the children
decide to cook breakfast in bed for her. They each
decide to cook what they like best, and they all
learn a valuable lesson about the love and
dedication of their mother. The kitchen is soon a
disaster area, and they decide to give up and hide
the mess. They hide it in a hot oven and-you
guessed it-they come up with a delicious cake
that everyone likes! Thank goodness, now poor
mother can relax a little.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

Read this book again and again to enjoy the
sounds of the words and the charming
illustrations.

••••
Jarrell, Randall. The Bat Poet. Illustrated by
Maurice Sendak. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN
0062050842. $11.95. 43 pp.

*

4+ PT

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

A little bat, ''the color of coffee with cream in
it," begins waking up in the daytime and thinking.
He wants to tell someone about his thoughts, but
can't get anyone to listen until he makes friends
with a chipmunk. The thoughts turn into beautiful
poetry as the little bat looks at the world around
him. As the summer passes, he makes his words
sing about sunrise, an owl's moonlight flight, the
chipmunk flashing from place to place, a
mockingbird's territorial fight, and the birth of a
baby bat. But then it's almost winter, and the little
bat keeps thinking, "I wish I'd said we sleep all
winter." And soon, he is yawning and snuggling
into the warmth of the others.
This little gem first appeared in 1964, when
poet Randall Jarrell wrote about the little bat's
entrancing summer of discovery. It has been
republished with the original Maurice Sendak
pen-and-ink drawings in a small volume with a
creamy cover. The lovely heavy paper complements Sendak's elegant, magical pictures, and
thoroughly deserves Jarrell's sweet, lyrical prose
and poetry. This book is an ageless treasure. Don't
let this one pass you by!

••••
Karas, G. Brian. Home on the Bayou. Illlustrated
by G. Brian Karas. Simon & Schuster, 1996.
ISBN 0-689-80156-4. $15.00. 32 pp.

* K-3 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Ned, an elementary-school-age cowboy, is
visibly and verbally upset when his single-parent
Mom moves them from the West, where real
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cowboys live, to the swamp where his aging
grandpa lives. To add to the stress in his life,
Ned' s prized lasso doesn't survive the move--his
mom used it to tie down the luggage on top of the
car. In frustration, the lasso-less cowboy yells at
his mother. Substituting his grandpa's garden hose
for the defunct lasso inspires sneers and jeers
from the school bully on Ned's first day at his
new school. On the third day of school, when the
bully makes off with the substitute lasso and
begins to twirl it in a reckless manner, Ned the
cowboy springs into action. He connects the end
of the hose to the faucet and turns on the water.
Not only is the bully swiftly dispatched, but Ned
becomes a hero in the eyes of his classmates. And,
as any proper cowboy would do, Ned apologizes
to his mother. The text accompanies sparse and
muted paintings, which perfectly depict Ned' s
heartache at moving and his twin triumph over the
bully and his own feelings. So much story in a
picture book!

••••
Kellerman, Jonathan H. et al. (editors). Great
Writers & Kids Write Mystery Stories.
Random House, 1997. ISBN 0679979395.
$21.99.
C 2+ FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

This is a book full of stories written by wellknown writers, each collaborating with a young
person-son, daughter, niece, nephew, or
neighbor. Most of the stories seem geared to the
very young. Some of the stories are interesting
and fun. The idea is a good one, but the book as a
whole is very inconsistent. The quality of writing,
the ages to which the stories are directed, the
subject matter of the stories, and the type of
"scary" presented-all of these are very
inconsistent.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss3/3

Kurtz, Jane. Trouble. Illustrated by Durga
Bernhard. Harcourt Brace, 1997. ISBN 0-15200219-7. $15.00. 32 pp.
A 1-4 PB

Reviewed by Jeanne Gubler

This book is about a traditional Eritrean boy.
It takes the reader to a new land, where she sees
a new life and a child doing everyday
things-things culturally significant to him but
altogether different from those of the average
American child. The child in the story is an
energetic, curious child that transcends nationality
and culture.
The pictures are bright, colorful, and
informative, and do a beautiful job of providing
the setting for the story. They tell a story in and of
themselves. New words are introduced, and the
reader is carried away to Africa. This is a
delightful picture book.

••••
Locker, Thomas. Water Dance. Illustrated by
Thomas Locker. Harcourt Brace, 1997. ISBN
0-15-201284-2. $16.00. 32 pp.

* Pre+ NFIPB

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

This wonderful picture book is about the
water cycle--starting with the rain, then moving
through mountain brooks and streams, cascading
down waterfalls, and dissolving into mist, which
in turn rises and then falls again, revealing a
rainbow. The written words flow as if from the
water itself and are most lyrical. The oil paintings
on canvas are as beautiful and full of power as any
of Thomas Locker's works. Every picture contains
such minute details that the reader can see each
branch of the trees and every flash of lightning.
The end of the book contains a four-page
discussion of the water cycle. All thirteen pictures
from the picture book are shown in their entirety,
reduced to a I%" x 1W' size. To the right of each
small illustration is a descriptive paragraph
describing each stage of the water cycle. Credit
for this scientific information is given to Candace
Christiansen (also an author of children's books

10

Gubler et al.: Book Reviews

Children's Book and Play Review 15
who has taught science for more than ten years),
who researched and wrote about the water cycle.
A remarkable book that not only teaches, but fills
the senses with delight.

••••
Lowell, Susan. Little Red Cowboy Hat. Illustrated
by Randy Cecil. Henry Holt, 1997. ISBN 08050-3508-7. $14.95. 32 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Once upon a ranch, out in the wilds of the
West, lived Little Red Cowboy Hat. She had red
hair, the color "somewhere between firecrackers
and new pennies." As she leaves to visit
Grandmother, her mother cautions her to beware
of rattlesnakes and strangers, and off she goes
bearing a saddlebag full of "homemade bread and
a jar of cactus jelly." When she encounters the
wolf, he tries to beguile her with sweet talk. But,
too smart to be eaten by him, she gallops off into
the sunset-well, as far as grandmother's house
anyway-where she again encounters the wolf.
Grandmother arrives just in time with her trusty
ax, snatches her shotgun from the mantel, and
together they chase that varmint down the road.
They return to the ranch, where they discuss the
events, and Grandmother exclaims, "That yellowbellied, snake-blooded, skunk-eyed, rancid son of
a parallelogram" will never bother them again.
This book is hot, almost too hot to hold. Filled
with bright yellows, oranges and brilliant reds, it
radiates the heat of the southwestern deserts. It
could be set in any of a number of places,
including Southwestern Utah. The words are a
hoot. Try reading them aloud with a Texas twang
or a Utah drawl! This book is a great read-aloud
and a fantastic opener to a unit on fairy tales with
a special twist. You might also want to use a
longer book called Ella Enchanted, by Gail
Carson Levine. It's a chapter book, and another
marvelous fairy tale with strange twists.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

MacDonald, Amy. No More Nice. Illustrated by
Cat Bowman Smith. Orchard, 1996. ISBN 0531-09542-8. $14.95. 123 pp.
B 3+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Simon knows it's not polite to burp, to ask too
many questions, to interrupt, or to speak to an
adult unless spoken to. Simon takes piano lessons
and French lessons, but he's never taken what
Aunt Mattie and Uncle Philbert set out to teach
him-"un-lessons." Aunt Mattie feeds Simon
pizza for breakfast. Uncle Philbert teaches Simon
how to spit, make armpit noises, and to interrupt.
Aunt Mattie teaches Simon how to stand up to a
policeman, and how to eat dessert before the main
course at dinnertime. Although this book may
seem offensive to some adults, MacDonald
carefully portrays the advantages of allowing kids
to be not so nice. In the end, Simon learns to think
for himself and to be honest and open.

••••
Many, Paul. These Are the Rules. Walker, 1997.
ISBN 0-8027-8619-7. $15.95. 149 pp.
B 6+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Colm makes the rules up as he goes, but he
can't figure out the rules for love. In chapter one,
Colm meets Carmella, who teaches him how to
dance. In chapter three, they hold hands in the
movie theater. In chapter seven, they go to the
beach and suntan next to each other in the sand. In
chapter ten, Carmella drives off in another guy's
car. Colm makes rule #I: "Be prepared for
surprises."
Paul Many's These Are the Rules is about a
teenage boy who can't seem to fulfill life's
expectations. His dad was the best swimmer in
high school, and of course his son Colm must be
also. After losing a couple of races, Colm decides
to quit the swim team. Rule #5 is "Everyone has
his own life to swim." Colm finally gets his
driver's license, with the help of Uncle Junior.
Colm had asked his dad to teach him, but after
Colm drove the car into a ditch, his father quit
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teaching him. "Mistakes is the name we give to
our experiences" is Rule #7. Marlene, unlike
Cannella, is always there for Colm. She's there
when he practices and fails, and even listens when
he can't figure out Carmella. She is the only one
there when he finally succeeds in swimming the
lake. When Colm finally feels what love really is,
Marlene is there. Colm makes rule #II: "True
friends find you when you need them the most."
This novel cleverly captures the ups and
downs of teenage life, and at the same time marks
the unplanned growth that happens along the way.
Colm's adventures show clearly that some
mistakes are unavoidable. Paul Many is no
stranger to the hard knocks of life, having been a
street vendor, mail handler, janitor, plumber,
counselor, waiter, and reporter. Teenagers who
read this book will be impressed with Many's
wisdom and humor. Hopefully they will also
discover that sometimes "There are no rules"
(Rule #12).

••••
McKissack, Pat. A Picture ofFreedom: The Diary
of Clotee, A Slave Girl. Scholastic, 1997.
ISBN 0-590-25988-1. $9.95. 194 pp.
A 3-8 FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Twelve-year-old Clotee, a slave girl on
Virginia's Belmont Plantation, keeps a diary just
as her master's wife "Miz Lilly" does, but hers is
made up of discarded paper. As a house slave,
Clotee learns to read and write while fanning
Master Henely's son during school lessons. She
must keep her skills a secret, however, because
slaves who know how to read and write are
quickly sold to the deep South to discourage them
from escaping to freedom. This story portrays the
abolitionist movement in the 1860s and Clotee's
individual search for freedom. Freedom is an
elusive concept to Clotee. When she learns to
spell a word (for example, the word "home")
Clotee associates a whole range of pictures,
memories and feelings with it. But freedom is
different. "The letters just sit there on the page.
Spelled right or wrong, freedom got no picture, no

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol18/iss3/3

magic. Freedom is just a word." This historical
fiction is based on the life of Clotee Henley,
whose short biographical account is included in
the epilogue.
McKissack's skill in using the diary format
brings the real, day-to-day experience of a slave to
the reader. I recommend this Dear America Series
selection for use in history or social studies units
and read-aloud programs at home and school.
Through Clotee's eyes, ears and heart, the reader
learns the similarities and differences between the
life of a house slave and the life of a plantation
field slave. However, neither slave nor slave
owner is portrayed as the "bad guy" or "good
guy." Just as every person can have "cruelness
that lives inside," McKissack's account emphasizes that compassion, patience, and selflessness
can also be traits of both groups of people. Here
are a few hidden nuggets of wisdom tucked in
Clotee's diary: "What good is knowing ifl cain't
never use it to do some good" (p. 98); "If we can
last through February we can March on through"
(p. 126); "Freedom is about making choices and
learning from them" (p. 165).
The volume also includes an interesting
collection of pictures, photographs, maps and
posters of"Life in America in 1859." You'll also
find the words and music for "Go Down, Moses,"
a recipe for Sweet Potato Pie, and an "About the
Author" section.

••••
McPhail, David. Edward and the Pirates.
Illustrated by David McPhail. Little, Brown,
1997. ISBN 0-316-56344-7.$15.95.32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Edward, from Santa's Book ofNames, returns
to show us what great adventures follow when we
combine the ability to read with a young child's
imagination. As Edward reads, the subjects of his
books seem more and more real; one night, as he
reads about hidden pirate treasure, real pirates
surround his bed and demand the library book he
is reading. They think they'll find the secret to
hidden treasure in the book! But Edward can't
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give up the book. After all, it is checked out on his
library card. And there the battle begins, ending
with Edward reading the book to the illiterate
pirates.
This is a delightful book for the very young.
Young readers will relate well to the story and
enjoy the ending. (Older readers may find it much
too pat.) The illustrations are rich and dreamlike.
They are a bit dark, likely intentionally so, to add
to the mood of menace and pirates .

••••
Nix, Garth. Shade's Children. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0060273240. $15.95. 310 pp.
A 7-12 FI

Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadbam

Shade 's Children, by Australian native Garth
Nix, is a striking science fiction novel for young
adults. On an earth emptied of human life over the
age of fourteen, the bloodthirsty Overlords
conduct vicious games of war using their savage
manufactured creatures, each bearing the transplanted brain of a child. Led by Shade, a
personality of a once-human man stored and
manipulated in a computer, teams of children who
have escaped their dismal fate join forces to
destroy the Overlords and win their world back.
Shade 's Children is a fascinating novel that
will appeal to science fiction fans and would
intrigue any reluctant reader. Using expertly
drawn characters and exciting plot twists, this
novel is an intense page turner. It addresses the
idea of what it really means to be human, and the
familiar topic whether the good of the many
outweighs the good of the individual. Although
Nix's hauntingly familiar twenty-first-century
earth is violent and filled with fear and death, the
dark tone of the novel does not overpower the
hard-hitting themes. The novel's main flaw is that
it climaxes too swiftly; but after the furiously
paced action, this is almost a relief. Even though
this book is definitely not for the faint of heart, it
is an excellent read and is sure to find many fans.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

© 1997 Dorling Kindersley

Parry-Jones, Jemima. Eagle: And Other Birds of
Prey. Photographs by Frank Greenaway.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1997. ISBN 1-679-98543-3.
$20.99. 59 pp.
A 5+ NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Learn about the secretary bird, the mantling,
the toral tooth of falcons, how many birds of prey
stoop to capture their quarry, and many more
interesting facts in this Eyewitness Book by ParryJones. The author first defines what a bird of prey
is and reviews the members of the various raptor
families. Then each page tum introduces new
topics, such as eggs, nests and hatching, flight,
heads and senses, internal structure, hunting
techniques, and training a bird of prey. The owl
and each of the five falcon families are also
covered separately in the book.
When I first opened this book I was amazed at
the number of colorful photographs I saw. The
reader is drawn to every portion of each page by
detailed photographs and illustrations of every
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size. Each is labeled or accompanied by
interesting text about raptors. This selection has a
detailed table of contents and index, which will
help readers relocate fascinating facts they
discover about these top predators.

••••
Purdy, Carol. Nesuya's Basket. Roberts Rinehart,
1997. ISBN 1-57098-087-X. $8.95 (pbk).
110 pp.
A 7+ FI

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

"For you, Willeno. How does that feel,
Willeno, my dear aunt?" she gasped. "How does
it feel to be hurt for no reason?" Nesuya, a
motherless, fourteen-year-old Maidu Indian girl
shares her family's earth-covered lodge with a
young, spiteful, selfish aunt whose cruel gossip
has turned Nesuya's friends against her. Aching
for her dead grandmother and trying to understand
Willeno's hatred of her, Nesuya turns inward and
attempts to deal with her sorrow and loneliness by
weaving a special basket to be burned at the Ostu,
in memory of her grandmother. As Willeno's
cruelty increases, Nesuya isolates herself from the
village and becomes consumed with weaving her
magnificent basket, believing that through it she
will find peace. When tragedy strikes her village,
Nesuya is forced to look into her heart, to see if
she really does have "an evil spirit" inside.
Rich in the cultural history of the Maidu
Indians of California, Purdy weaves a tale as
intricate as the memorial basket Nesuya weaves
for her grandmother. Her characters speak for
themselves, pulling the reader into a time and
place in which "the people" lived in harmony with
the earth. A glossary and historical notes help
keep the events and characters straight. Warm
and sensitive, readers of all ages will enjoy
walking in Nesuya's moccasins on her selfreflective journey to find inner peace.

••••

Rinaldi, Ann. An Acquaintance with Darkness.
Harcourt Brace, 1997. ISBN 0-15-201294-X.
$16.00. 294 pp.

* 7+ Fl

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Set in Washington, D.C., during Civil War
times, An Acquaintance with Darkness is told
from the perspective of the fictional Emily
Pigbush, age fourteen. Although young in years,
Emily has been through many hard experiences
since her father was killed in the war. Now her
mother is gravely ill and needs her constant care.
Emily's Uncle Valentine is a successful medical
doctor, has a nice home, and can provide well for
her when her mother dies, but Emily's mother
insists that she not go live with him when she is
gone. Why? Uncle Valentine doesn't want Emily
to live with her friend Annie Surratt and her
family. Why? The reader experiences first-hand
Emily' s mistakes and successes as she tries to fmd
the truth about her uncle's activities and her
friend's family, and learns what and whom to
trust.
An outstanding selection! Rinaldi has artfully
woven historical fact into the lives of her
characters, making the Civil War and the time of
the assassination of President Lincoln come alive
with its cruel realities. The "Author's Notes" at
the end of the book let the reader know what is
truth and fiction in the account. Rinaldi reports
that the story is "based on the hard, dry facts that
I have taken pain to substantiate." Use this
historical fiction in units on the Civil War, the
assassination of President Lincoln, slavery, and
the growth of the medical profession and human
medical research in America.

••••
Savage, Deborah. Under a Different Sky.
Houghton Mifflin, 1997. ISBN 0395773954.
$15.95. 276 pp.

* 4+ FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

This is a story of two teenagers, from
dramatically different backgrounds, who are each
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trying to find a place of beauty in this life: Ben,
whose dreams of Olympic glory are an anachronism in his impoverished farm life; and Laura,
whose troubled mind has gotten her expelled from
every fancy private school her parents have tried.
Her "one last chance" sends her to the school
bordering Ben's farm. As they get to know each
other, each finds the courage and strength to be
different and follow unique dreams.
Savage has crafted an exciting and beautiful
story. The characters are real and compelling. The
story moves between scenes of harsh reality and
moments of almost poetic beauty. A very good
read.

••••
Soto, Gary. Buried Onions. Harcourt Brace, 1997.
ISBN 0-15-201333-4. $17.00. 160 pp.
B 9-12 FI

Reviewed by Racbael W. Galvez

Buried Onions is a good slice-of-life look at
Mexican-American youth in a city barrio. It is
rich in descriptive detail, often profound in its
observations, and painfully realistic. I was drawn
to the book because I lived for a short time in
Fresno, California, where the story takes place.
The descriptions of both poor barrios and rich
suburbs are strikingly accurate. The book is about
Eddie, who has managed to graduate from high
school, but finds himself trapped in a dead-end
neighborhood, where violence is the way of life
(and death of course). The book is narrated in
first person, and it is from Eddie that we get the
metaphor of buried onions. To him, the vapors
seen coming off the hot asphalt actually come
from a big onion buried under the city, a great
bulb of sadness that makes his people cry.
For someone familiar with or interested in the
problems of Mexican-American youth, this book
is compelling. However, some readers may lose
interest because the book is not particularly plot
driven, but is more like a portrait of a young man
and his troubled world. There are some exciting
episodes as Eddie struggles to survive in a world
of violence, prejudice, and poverty, but there is no
sense that he has made any real progress by the

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1997

end of the novel. His only solution is to escape
from his society by joining the navy, but he does
so without much hope that it will make things any
better. In effect, he goes from one battleground to
another. All of this makes the book an honest and
troubling look at one aspect of the American
experience. It would be a valuable subject for
multicultural studies in the high-school or college
classroom.

••••
Steedman, Scott. The Egyptian News. Candlewick
Press, 1997. ISBN 1-56402-873-9. $15.99.
32 pp .
A 4+ NF/PB

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

The Egyptian News provides a quick look at
Egyptian history through newspaper format.
"Chief Scribe," Scott Steedman, uses hypothetical
newspaper articles covering three thousand years
of Egyptian history to complete this "collector's
edition." From headlines about the death of
Ramses the Great, to a feature article advising
readers how to prepare for a formal banquet, it
covers news highlights, politics, fashion, and
food. A real-estate section and advertisements
present views of daily life.
To add to the feeling of reading a newspaper,
the book is oversized and is written in five-column
newspaper style. Its brightly colored illustrations
and Egyptian symbols draw readers to each
article. Colorful maps and a time line add depth
for young scholars. This book does more than
teach about Egyptian history, it brings that history
to life. Candlewick Press also publishes The Aztec
News, The Greek News, and The Roman News,
and says "Get Your Copies Now."

••••
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Stone, Lynn M. Swans. Lerner, 1997. ISBN 08225-3019-8. $18.95. 48 pp.

In her book Swans, the author has done a
wonderful job of combining beautiful pictures
with interesting facts in such a way that this book
would interest both the very young and the more
advanced reader. From a general overview of the
different types of swans, the book leads into a
description of eating, flying, and even the family
life of swans. The photographs clearly illustrate
the text. A final strong point is the manner in
which the author is able to show swans as not only
beautiful animals, but also a type of bird that must
be taken seriously. This book would be a
wonderful addition to any juvenile collection.

the dream of attending college becomes more of a
reality, Bonnie must choose between staying in
her happy and secure environment or accepting
the opportunity of furthering her education in new
surroundings.
Great reading for anyone who has ever had to
make a major decision, wondered how a diverse
family can effectively coexist and negotiate
solutions to life's vexing daily challenges,
struggled to accept a life-changing disability,
wished to foster a community of gentle, yet strong
and inquisitive conversationalists, or questioned
what Seattle was like around 1918. This is a great
story in which the author does not feel compelled
to punctuate lives and lines with 90s swear words
and graphic human reproductive activities. On the
last page of this book, I found myself saying,
"Sequel, please!"

••••

••••

Thesman, Jean. The Ornament Tree. Houghton
Mifflin, 1996. ISBN 0-395-74278-1.$15.95.
232 pp.

Trumble, Kelly. Cat Mummies. Illustrated by
Laszlo Kubinyi. Clarion, 1996. ISBN 0-39568707-1. $15.95. 56 pp.

* 5+ FI

A 3-6 NF

A K-2 NFIPB

Reviewed by Janna Wise

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Given a choice, fourteen-year-old-orphan
Bonnie Shaster would much rather live with
distant female relatives in tum-of-the-century
Seattle than remain a virtual slave on Aunt Suze
and Uncle Don's farm. Bonnie's mother's
attorney makes the necessary arrangements to
send Bonnie to Cousin Audra Devereaux, who has
just recently opened a boarding house. The
Devereaux house is full of female relatives, with
four diverse boarders added to the mix. One of the
boarders, Carson Younger, is an educated young
man who was blinded in the Great War. In
addition, the Devereaux women have an
Ornament Tree--a grand old apple tree with
armlike branches to which they tie small scraps of
paper containing the names of those they love and
want to remember. Paper scraps that enumerate
troubles are also tied to the tree, and when blown
away by the wind signal the trouble's end. In this
eclectic mix of humanity and tradition, Bonnie
carves out a happy place for herself. However, as
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Reviewed by Denice Barainca

The cover illustration to this book captures
your attention immediately. You see a pile of cat
figures. Some are carved green jade; some are old,
painted wood. Some are wrapped like mummies
with intricately woven strips of linen. "Cat
mummies?" you ask. Yes. This intriguing book
follows the history of cat worship in ancient Egypt
and explains why cats were respected enough to
have their bodies preserved. It describes human
and cat mummification, and lists American
museums where you can see animal mummies. It
also tells what happened when, in 1888, an
Egyptian farmer discovered a cat cemetery with
hundreds of thousands of cat mummies, and why
only a few are left.
Laszlo Kubinyi's soft watercolors illustrate
events described in the text and provide the reader
with a glimpse at Egyptian fashions, architecture
and customs. Other features include a chronology
of ancient Egyptian history, a glossary of names
and terms with a pronunciation guide, a
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bibliography, and an index. Cat Mummies is an
excellent supplement to the classroom study of
ancient Egypt. It will catch the interest of young
readers.

••••
Van Draanen, Wendelin. How I Survived Being a
Girl. HarperCollins, 1997. ISBN 0-06026672-4. $14.89. 163 pp.
B 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Carolyn thinks being a girl is pretty stupid.
Girls have to follow such dumb rules. She doesn't
wear girl clothes any more than she has to. She
keeps her hair cut really short. She only likes to
play with boys. Girls that giggle give her a pain.
But Carolyn is growing up, whether she wants to
or not. She stands up for a classmate when the
music teacher is mean; she begins to get confused
feelings about her next door neighbor, Charlie;
and she even lets her hair get curled for the
Christmas program. When her mother has a baby
girl, Carolyn begins to realize that being a girl is
going to be all right after all.
This is a funny, entertaining book about a
young girl growing up. The situations are familiar,
and Carolyn's feelings of confusion, indignation,
and frustration will ring a bell with many girls
who don't like to giggle, but do want to grow up.
I was slightly confused about the time period the
story was set in because it sounded so
contemporary, but every once in a while a phrase
like "new station wagon" or "Mary Janes" would
creep in and startle me. All in all, I found it an
enjoyable story with a satisfying ending.

••••
Vande Velde, Vivian. Curses, Inc. and Other
Stories. Harcourt Brace, 1996. ISBN 0-15201452-7.$16.00.226 pp.
A 6-12 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

A teenage boy, angry at his girlfriend,
contacts Curses, Inc., a company he finds on the
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Internet. A kind young woman, blessed with the
gift of wishing, is cursed with an extremely
homely face. A town with a haunted street, a boy
who can understand animals, a man who is
bewitched by a heartless fairy, a Southern belle
who gives a year of her life for the granting of a
wish, a mother who brings her dead son back to
life-all these people and more await you in this
new book of "bewitching" stories by Vivian
Van de Velde. Each story is well crafted, pulling
the reader quickly in. Be they funny, frightening,
or fanciful, all of them are very good. Each story
ends with a delicious twist, a mind-bump, a little
jolt to make you pay closer attention next time. I
enjoyed these stories very much.

••••
Waddell, Martin. The Hidden House. Ilustrated by
Angela Barrett. Candlewick, 1997. ISBN 07636-0335-X. $12.99. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

For those of you who haven't had a chance to
read the first edition of this little picture book
( 1990), this second edition will be a welcome
treat. An old man, Bruno, is the sole owner of a
little house. He is very lonely, so one day he
makes three wooden dolls to keep him company:
Maisie with a little knitting basket, Ralph with a
garden spade, and Winnaker with a backpack.
Sometimes Bruno just sits and holds them, and
other times he places them on the window ledge
so they can look out and watch him as he works in
the garden. He realizes that they are just wooden
dolls, but sometimes he talks to them and they
seem to comfort him. Eventually, Bruno leaves,
and the house is left alone with the dolls still
sitting in the window. The vegetation takes over
and completely surrounds the little house, and the
dolls are "lonely." Later, a man and his wife and
their little daughter buy the house and "clear away
the wildness." The little girl finds the old dolls
and paints their faces to make them look bright
and new. And even though they are just dolls, they
are "happy" again.
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Barrett's watercolor illustrations, all in lovely,
old-fashioned pastels, create a soft feeling to
surround the story. Not until the last page does she
introduce vibrant colors that reflect the happiness
that the dolls must "feel" living with a loving
family, who work to make the hidden house an
open, loving place. Little children will love the
repetition, the wonder of the dolls, and the
changes that occur when love comes to this
hidden place.

••••
Wilkes, Maria D. Little Town at the Crossroads.
Illustrated by Dan Andreasen. HarperCollins,
1997. ISBN 0-06-026996-0. 14.89. 343 pp.
A 3+ FIIBI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Little Town at the Crossroads is the second
book in a new Little House series about Laura
Ingalls Wilder's mother, Caroline Quiner. The first
book was called Little House in Brookfield. In that
book, Caroline's father was lost at sea. This new
book continues the story of six-year-old Caroline
in the little town of Brookfield. The format is
much the same as the original Little House books,
with illustrations at the beginning of each chapter.
Charlotte Quiner is mother to a large family:
twelve-year-old Joseph, ten-year-old Henry, eightyear-old Martha, six-year-old Caroline, four-yearold Eliza, and two-year-old Thomas. A typical
pioneer family, they have many adventures. Their
neighbors, Benjamin and Sarah Carpenter, keep
an eye on the Quiners and are always there when
help is needed. This book covers such fun
activities as the Fourth of July, Christmas, snow
storms, a big party at the fancy house of Mrs.
Stoddard, and two "white bears" who turn out to
be-well, you'll just have to read the book and
find out!
Wilkes has tried to keep the same feeling as
the original Little House books, and so far, she
seems to be succeeding. Caroline's nickname is
"Little Brownbraids," and she seems to be about
as mischievous as Laura was at her age. In the
end, whether or not the Quiners will be able to
stay in their little house leaves the door open for
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another book in the Little House in Brookfield
series. Laura Ingalls' fans, you're going to love
these new books.

••••
Wilson, Nancy Hope. Becoming Felix. Farrar
Straus Giroux, 1996. ISBN 0-374-30664-8.
$16.00. 184 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

JJ has never been called "Felix John Jaquith,"
also his grandfather's name. He is twelve, lives on
a dairy farm, and his life's passion is the clarinet.
He and his friend Steven have been asked to be in
the school's music experiment, a jazz band. Both
are excited and love the idea. Steven is Jewish and
has to attend services three days a week. JJ' s only
commitment is the dairy farm, but he has daily
chores. Will they both have the time and energy to
add the jazz band to their other obligations? They
want to try. They are both very talented-Steven
on his drums, and JJ on the clarinet. JJ is the first
to call it quits. The dairy farm is struggling to
survive, and JJ feels compelled, just as his
grandfather had been, to put aside music and save
the farm. When Steven can't understand JJ's love
of the farm, the two quarrel, and only a miracle
will save their friendship and JJ's farm.
Unfortunately, no miracle comes and the farm has
to be sold. After the auction tent comes down, JJ
goes into the house to hear his gram and a friend
discussing his grandfather.
"Late at night, so he wouldn't wake me, Felix
would go to the milk house and play . .. .
Farming's what he did, not who he was ... .
He had a gift and he wasn't using it. I knew
he was yearning." Gramp had been a
musician. He'd loved the farm, too, but he
wasn't happy without his music. And JJ had
inherited more than a name.
This is a happy-sad tale of a boy trying his
best to be happy, even though the two things that
make him the most happy seem to tear him in
opposite directions. I enjoyed the way the author
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developed the character of JJ. His struggle
between the two things he loves is heartwrenching, as he struggles to come to terms with
this life he has and will have. Having had children
involved with marching bands, the practice,
preparation and dedication required rang true in
JJ' s feelings.

••••
Wulffson, Don L. The Kid Who Invented the
Popsic/e (And Other Surprising Stories About
Inventions). Penguin, 1997. ISBN 0-52565221-3. $13.99. 114 pp.

* 1-6 NF

Reviewed by Janna Wise

Mama and Kenneth Lee to town, get a job, and get
them settled. Then he'll see.
Freddy James is a young man to be reckoned
with. When he sets his mind to something, it gets
done. It turns out that Freddy is a bigger man than
his father, Big Kenny, because he stays around to
help the people he feels a duty and love for. He
works hard, and in the end he knows with surety
and pride just where he's going, and lays some
pretty good plans about how to get there.
This is a story about a boy growing into quiet
strength, in spite of a runaway father, a lost farm,
a mother who is crushed by the sudden turns of
fortune in her life, and a little brother who drives
him crazy. I enjoyed it very much. Freddy is a
strong, no-nonsense character who would serve as
a role model for many of us.

This is a wonderful book filled with brief, but
interesting stories of how a wide variety of
common items came into being. Each invention is
described in just a page for a quick read, which
makes this book fun and appropriate for virtually
any grade level. Some of the inventions covered
include the Yo-Yo, the paper cup, the rearview
mirror, the can opener, the motor scooter, and
many more. This book would make a great
addition to any library or home bookshelf!

••••

••••
Young, Ronder Thomas. Moving Mama to Town.
Orchard, 1997. ISBN 0-531-33025-7. $18.99.
217 pp.
A 7-10 FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Freddy James Johnson, thirteen, is the man of
the family. His daddy, Big Kenny, had put his big
hand on Freddy's shoulder and said "A real man
doesn't stick around in the middle of a bad
situation. A real man makes changes. Controls his
own destiny." Then he traded in all the com for a
truck and left-probably for good. Freddy figures
he could leave, too, but he worries his Mama
might drown in the creek. And who would people
blame? The last one to leave-Freddy James. So
he figures he'll stick around long enough to move
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